Dear Roulhac Tiger Band Parents,

Welcome back to Roulhac Middle School for a brand new school year; a
year that promises to hold many exciting and rewarding experiences for your
students. As our bands continue to build and grow, we strive to provide the
structure to support this growth. As a result of these efforts, we have devised a
band handbook which is intended to ensure that you and your student will have a
most enjoyable and positive musical experience during your involvement with the
Roulhac Band program.

We have attempted to include as much information as possible about our
particular policies and about activities planned for this year. You will need to keep
this handbook in a place where you may refer to it easily whenever a question
about our program may arise. Please do keep in mind that due to the difficulty in
projecting our calendar for the entire school year, some dates may be subject to
change. In the event that this occurs, you will be notified as soon as we are
aware of the change.

Once again, let us express our congratulations to you for supporting your
child’s involvement in band. The musical skill and knowledge learned here will last
a lifetime. Also, recent research has shown that students with musical
backgrounds often earn higher grades, score higher on standardized tests and
develop leadership and social skills that help them later in life. We are very
grateful to be a part of this process!

If we can answer any questions regarding this handbook, please feel free to
call us at 638-6170, ext. 250.

Sincerely,
Daniel McNeill, Director
Roulhacband@gmail.com

*If you lose the RMS Band Handbook,

another can be viewed/printed from www.chipleyband.com/RMS



http://www.chipleyband.com/RMS

Band Class and Instrument Materials

All students should have:

1. Band Method Book:
e Beginners — Standard of Excellence Method Book 1 - for their instruments.
(Can be purchased through the band or from a music dealer, amazon, etc)
e Concert Band — Band Technique Step by Step Method Book for their

instruments (provided by school, but students may purchase their own if they
prefer. If school copy is lost, student will be assessed a replacement fee of $6.00)

2. Music folder — White Plastic or hardback three ring binder with plastic sleeves.
3. Pencil (opt. Pencil bag for three ring binder)
4, Band Performance Shirt (cost is $15 and will be worn at each performance through

middle school — see order form)

The following lists instrument materials by groups. Student’s names are to be on all of their
instrument cases. All players should have a small cleaning rag in their case.

Flute: Tuning rod and cleaning swab.

Oboe and Bassoon: Two reeds and cases, case for water (35MM film case works well), pipe
cleaners, cork grease, and cleaning swab.

B-flat and Bass Clarinet and all Saxophones: Four reeds and a reed guard,

cork grease, and cleaning swab. Saxophones must also have a neck strap. (Vandoren brand reeds
are recommended, Beginners on a size 2% and Advanced on a size 3)

Trumpet, Baritone, and Tuba: Valve oil and mouthpiece brush. School - owned baritones and
tuba must supply their own mouthpiece.

French Horn: Rotary oil, mouthpiece, mouthpiece brush.

Trombones: Slide oil.

Percussion: Students will play the school instruments in rehearsals, but will need a bell kit and
practice pad for practice at home. All Percussionists will need a stick bag with at least a pair of
5B or 2B concert snare sticks, hard plastic ball mallet pair, and a pair of general timpani mallets.
The Vic Firth EP-2 kit can be purchased through the school for S65 — it includes a Vic Firth stick bag
equipped with a pair of SD2 Bolero American Custom Drum Sticks, M3 medium Vibraphone/Marimba
Mallets, M6 Bell & Xylophone Mallets and T3 Staccato timpani mallets — all of which can be used all the
way through high school.

Note: Beginning students that have purchased their instrument from Art’s Music Shop or Playground Music will
receive them from Mr. McNeill during the second week of school.

School Instruments

School - owned instruments are defined as instruments which belong to Roulhac Middle School.
These include tubas, french horns, baritones, tenor saxophones, baritone saxophones, oboes,
piccolos, bassoons, bass clarinets, and assorted percussion instruments. Students playing these
instruments (including percussionists) pay a non-refundable per year user fee of $50.00, due
by September 1. If tuba players would like to check a second tuba out for home practice, there
is an additional yearly fee of $25.00 (if available). These monies are used for
maintenance/sterilization and does not cover repair. The assigned student will be responsible
for any repairs while they are using the instrument.



Grading System

Each 9-weeks grading period, merit points are awarded for each activity. The final 9-weeks grade will be
determined by the total average of merit points as follows: 90+ points — A; 80-89 points = B; 70-79
points; 60-69 points = D; below 60 points = F.

MERIT POINT Categories (25% each, equaling 100%)

Rehearsal Participation (daily class, after-school, sections, etc.)
Performance Participation (games, parades, festivals, pep rallies, etc.)
Performance Assessments (individual playing tests/quizzes in class)
General Conduct Points

DEMERIT POINTS (10 points per infraction)

Misconduct, disrupting or inappropriate behavior (deducted from General Conduct)
Missing instrument, book/music, etc. (deducted from Rehearsal Participation)
Negligent use or care of instrument (deducted from General Conduct)

Eating or drinking in stands/rehearsal room (deducted from General Conduct)

Performances and Rehearsals

Band is a performing class that is taught during the school day as a regular class. Most performances and
extra rehearsals are held outside of the school day. Attendance at rehearsals and performances is
mandatory. A performing group cannot develop the necessary teamwork even if a small number of
people are missing. The date and time for each performance and outside rehearsal will be announced
as far in advance as possible. A calendar of events will be regularly updated on the band website:
www.chipleyband.com/RMS

Beginning Bands will have 3 performances during the school year; in December, March and
May. This group does not rehearse after school.

Concert Bands will perform at all home RMS football games, one CHS home football game
(with the CHS Band), and concerts in December, March, and May. This group will also perform
at the FBA District Concert Band Assessment, held in March. A few after-school sectionals and
rehearsals are scheduled in January and/or February. Other opportunities for Concert Band
members are:

o Solo and Ensemble Assessment is an event sponsored by the Florida Bandmasters

Association. It is held annually throughout the state of Florida with each district hosting
their own. Our district includes students from Bay, Calhoun, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson,
Walton, and Washington counties. This event is a wonderful opportunity for students to
perform a solo on their instrument or participate in an ensemble (a group usually
between three and six performers). Some students may choose to perform a solo and
be in an ensemble too! With our help, the students will prepare their music and will
then perform for a judge to receive a rating on their performance. Playing in an
ensemble or performing a solo is one of the most enjoyable and valuable experiences
that a musician can achieve. This event happens in February and times will be
announced as soon as we get them.

FBA All-District Honor Band Participation in the All-District Honor Band is an
opportunity for the most talented seventh and eighth grade students in our district to
rehearse and perform together a concert with a guest conductor. The band is selected
through auditions which are usually held during the last part of November, and the
performance happens the last weekend of January.



http://www.chipleyband.com/RMS

Attendance Policies

e Students who miss the last rehearsal before a performance will be held from that performance,
whether the absence is excused or not.

e |[f a student frequently misses or arrives late to rehearsals and performances their membership
may be removed at the discretion of the Director.

e Naturally, sickness and other hardships make it necessary to miss on some occasion. However,
THE PARENT must notify the director as far IN ADVANCE as possible if a student must miss a
rehearsal or performance by Calling the band office at 638-6170 ext.250

Pass Off System (Individual Performance Assessments)

The pass off system is a major part of monitoring each child’s progress in band. Each child’s
name is placed on a posted chart in the band room. At the top of the chart there is a place for the lines
to be passed off for each nine weeks of the school year. Each beginning band member is required to
pass off ten lines each nine weeks and each Concert Band member is required to pass off six lines each
nine weeks.

Time is allotted during class for students to pass off their lines. Seating in the band is
determined by the cumulative number of lines passed off and the average score. If a student is not in
class during their pass off time, they are passed over, and they must make up their pass off lines on the
make - up day. Make up days for excused pass offs are the last Monday of each grading period. All make
- up sessions take place after school. After the make - up day, students will be reseated whenever their
section next passes off. They do not retain their seat if they are absent, unless they are on a school
approved academic field trip determined by the band director. Regardless of the reason, students are
not allowed to pass off lines if they do not have their instruments and/or their music books. If a
student falls behind in the pass offs, their grade for the nine weeks is calculated from the last line that is
passed off.

Funding of the Band

The Roulhac Middle School Band is a large organization which requires a great deal of money to
operate. Expenses include F.B.A. Concert festivals, F.B.A. district assessments, music,
instrument purchase and repair, additional instructional staff and many other expenses. Even
though the school does help us out by giving us money for music purchase, this is certainly not
enough money to maintain a top-quality band program. Therefore, the Roulhac Band
participates in one fund-raiser each year to provide the needed revenue to run our program.
Fund raising is voluntary; however, if we do not have the needed financial support, then we are
not able to maintain a quality program. Students have the option of using funds they raise
through the band to purchase reeds, performance shirt, etc.



Acknowledgment

Band is not a required course for middle school. There are minimal costs involved which are
covered in our handbook.

We have read and understand the policies and procedures of the Roulhac Band. We approve of
our child participating in the Roulhac Band.

Parent’s Signature

Parent’s Name (Printed)

Student’s Signature

Student’s Name (Printed)

Address City Zip
Contact phone number E-mail

Instrument Serial number

Please check the band in which your child is participating: Beginning _ Concert

Order/Fees Form (if applicable and if you would like to purchase through the band program)
Please read the information included in the handbook before ordering.(Call with questions)

f Qty Price Total Sizes
4
fBand Shirt (for performances - all grades) $15.00 Youth or Adult?
IBeginner Book: Standard of Excellence, Book 1 $7.00
i Instrument?
!Valve Qil (for brass) $6.00
!Vandoren clarinet reeds (box of 10) $28.00 Indicate Reed
!Vandoren alto sax reeds (box of 10) $34.00 Strength:
2.50r3
!Vandoren tenor or bari sax reeds (box of 5) $18.00 ( )
!School Instrument User Fee - for the year $50.00
!Percussion Stick Bag Kit (Vic Firth EP-2) $65.00
Grand Total
Payments/Funds Raise®ate | Amount {Balance Die Check #
Payment 1i :
Payment 2
Payment 3
Payment 4

Please send checks or money orders made out to “RMS Band”

This form is to be returned to the band director by August 27, 2010.
The sooner you turn in your dues the better off your child will be.



